Dale Wardlaw was born December 5, 1945 in Beatrice Nebraska to Kenneth and Maxine Wardlaw. Dale attended a small country school while living near Pickrell, Nebraska, and later graduated from Beatrice High School in 1963. 
In high school Dale played football as an offensive lineman where his size and strength were an advantage. He followed football the rest of his life rooting for the Nebraska Huskers. Following high school Dale graduated from Kansas State University where he was in the ROTC program. After graduation Dale entered the army as a Second Lieutenant and eventually went to Vietnam. He was discharged with honors as a Captain in the United States Army. The military experience profoundly influenced his life. 
Dale was married after college to Cheryl Breidenstein and the couple had one daughter, Carina. He worked in agriculture following discharge from the army. Later he graduated from a vocational technical school in Kansas and worked at Kit Carson County Memorial Hospital, Grace Manor Nursing Home, and Cameron University (Lawton, Oklahoma) in the maintenance departments. His happiest employment was spent farming, first in Nebraska with his father and later in Kansas and Colorado. He enjoyed the grand machinery and the grand scale of the Turner Farms in Great Bend, Kansas and Hendricks Farm in Colorado where he both worked on and participated in the managed of the operation. 
Dale changed his direction in life in 1989 when he divorced and moved to Colorado where he met Linda in Burlington. They married on April 30, 2006 after a long, long courtship. 
Dale left his earthly home on January 7, 2009 after a three-year battle with cancer. 
Dale was preceded in death by his father Kenneth, mother Maxine, and his older brother Eugene.
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